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[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Volkmann School, Boston, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., for the 
Southern States; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa City,Iowa, 
for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas. This de- 
partment will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from month to 
month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. All news 
items should be sent to the associate editors named above.] 



New England 

New Hampshire. — The New Hampshire Branch of the Classical Associa- 
tion of New England met for its annual meeting at the Manchester High School, 
Mr. Charles S. Knox, of St. Paul's School, presided. Professor Charles H. 
Hawes, of Dartmouth, gave a very interesting illustrated talk on "Some Dorian 
Colonies of Today." This was followed by a paper on "Modern Impressions 
of Ancient Greece," by Mr. Herbert P. Arnold, of St. Paul's, a former Rhodes 
scholar. He showed by his own experiences in Greece how the Greeks of today 
display the same traits as these mentioned by the ancient writers. Miss Myra 
Hastings, of the Hanover High School, read a paper on "The Aims of Latin 
Teaching in the High School," in which she expressed the opinion that the 
burden of arousing interest in the continuance of Latin study lies upon the 
secondary schools. The final talk was an illustrated one on " Greece, Past and 
Present : Economic Contrasts," by Professor Ferguson, of Harvard. This gave 
a very clear idea of the difference between the character of the inhabitants of 
ancient and modern Greece, with a vivid picture of the recent Moslem outrages. 

At the business meeting the following officers were elected: President, 
Dr. C. P. Clark, Dartmouth College; Vice-President, Miss Clara F. Preston, 
Nashua High School; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Myra Hastings, Hanover High 
School; Executive Committee, the foregoing with Professor John C. Kirtland, 
of Exeter, Principal H. P. Swett, of Franklin, and Mr. VanBuren Moody, Man- 
chester High School. Resolutions were passed thanking the teachers of the 
Manchester High School for the arrangements for the meeting, and expressing 
the appreciation of the Association for the work of the Latin department of 
the school in preparing the exhibition of the "Practical Value of Latin" 
given in connection with the meeting. 

This exhibition followed the outline arranged by Miss Sabin, with the 
addition of some topics not touched upon by her, such as the War, the Panama- 
Pacific Exposition, the President and his cabinet, cooking, etc. About seventy 
sheets were shown in the classroom of Miss Wellington, the head of the depart- 
ment. The exhibition was in charge of Miss Lilian Sleeper, assisted by all the 
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other teachers of the department. This was the first time that anything of the 
kind had been attempted in New Hampshire. One of the Manchester daily 
papers said, "It is undeniable that the exhibition is one which should be seen 
by fathers and mothers before a hasty decision is made as to a child's course 
of study." The sheets were later displayed in the public library of the city. 

Massachusetts. — The classical department of Mt. Hermon School has been 
attempting in a modest way to vitalize interest in the classics. At the end of 
the winter term, 1915, Miss Bigelow's Cicero class presented the Verres from 
Decent Fahulae to an audience composed of the faculty of the school, the 
students of the Latin department, and friends of the Cicero class. Two parts 
were particularly well taken: that of Palestrio, servus Sthenii, and that of 
Verres. The Caesar class, well togaed, sang "Gaudeamus igitur," while the 
curtain was down between the banquet scene and the scene of the trial. 

The play was undertaken at the request of the class, and was carried 
through with enthusiasm and dignity, with the result that some of the students 
who otherwise would have stopped their study of Latin with Cicero decided to 
continue their Latin study through Vergil at least. 

As the spring term advanced the Caesar class who sang the "Gaudeamus 
igitur" in the winter requested the privilege of expending some time and effort 
on a Latin play. The class was composed of men of magnificent physique, 
broad-shouldered, well developed, all; with several six-footers plus an inch or 
so — a cosmopolitan group: American, German, Cuban, Lithuanian, Haudian, 
Eurasian, English. The dialogue selected this time was the Circe from Decern 
Fabulae; and this was given out of doors on June 29, at 7 : 15 in the twilight, 
and the class was fortunate in having a perfect evening for the f6te. There 
happens to be on the school campus at the foot of a hUl a little grove of 
splendid trees close by the athletic track, which furnished an ideal setting for 
the presentation of the Circe. 

The Circe is rather short for a whole program. The play was padded in 
the following manner. The evidence that the play was about to begin — since 
there was no curtain — ^was given by tibicines. Two graceful, handsome, slen- 
der youths, draped in cheesecloth, with ivy wreaths on their hair, in slow and 
stately manner, with graceful rhythmic motion, paced the green. The weird 
note for the tibia was made on a violin by a boy secreted in a clump of shrubbery. 
When the tibicines had done their part, they took their position against a tree 
on each side of the stage and remained there through the first act, a pleasing 
touch in the stage setting. Then a student clad in costimie similar to that of 
other sailors came forward and explained in English to the audience the purport 
of the Latin dialogue; and made the announcement that one of the native 
Greek students would recite in hexameter a selection from the real Odyssey, a 
portion of the adventures of Ulixes and his comrades on the Isle of Circe. 
While these recitations were going on Ulixes' sailors began coming in through 
the trees from all sides, and the effect of the numerous figures moving among 
the trees in the evening twilight was most pleasing. 



i88 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

This same natural stage furnished a iine rock upon which Euiylochus stood 
as he burst forth with "Nolite duci nostro maledicere" to the surly-looking 
groups of sailors who were standing about, desperate looking because of their 
hardships and misfortunes. 

The hill behind the grove gave the proper setting for the sailors to see 
Ulixes coming down with the stag on his shoulders. By the way, the student 
who took the part of Ulixes was so clever that at rehearsals he could pace 
down hill, with a cap, a book, a piece of paper, or anything handy, and appear 
to be bringing a stag on his shoulders. 

They kindled a real iire on the cinder track close by the grove, and those 
splendidly built students of so many nationalities presented a wonderful 
picture around that fire. 

Scena secunda was a difficult part to present without falling into the 
grotesque. Of course the students were delighted to grunt as pigs. The 
"Femina nunc cantat" was produced by a victrola hidden in a clump of shrub- 
bery. Little boys clad in white tunics were added as cup-bearers in the group 
with Circe and her ancillae. 

To do away with awkwardness at the end of the play, in the absence of 
a curtain, a curious anachronism in the shape of a student yell was given for 
Ulixes; the yell given being the principal parts of the Greek verb opoM. It 
is an interesting fact that this is not a difficult verb for a student to learn when 
it happens to be a class yell instead of a Greek lesson. 

Two interesting comments on the presentation of the Circe: All the young 
children of the place for days afterward were echoing "Tibi, o Jupiter, vinum 
consecro," "Ubi est Rhodius?" and various other short sentences from the 
dialogue most accurately and distinctly. 

The native Greek students paid their tribute, saying: "That was like 
Greece." 

California 

The Classical Association of the Pacific Northwest held an informal meeting 
at Oakland, California, on August 25 in connection with the National Education 
Association. In the absence of the president. Professor Kelley Rees of Reed 
College, Portland, Oregon, the secretary. Miss Juliann A. Roller, of Franklin 
High School, Portland, Oregon, presided. Miss Mary B. Clayes, of Oakland, 
acted as secretary. This was the only classical meeting held during the 
sessions of the National Association, and those present moved that steps 
should be taken to have the classics properly represented on the next program 
of the National Education Association at the meeting in New York City. 
Professor H. C. Nutting, of the University of California, outlined a plan for 
consolidating the three classical associations of the Pacific Coast which was very 
favorably received. Miss Roller read a paper on "Live Wires in Latin Teach- 
ing." An exhibit of Miss Sabin's charts was also shown. 
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The Classical Association of the Pacific Northwest will hold its sixth annual 
meeting in Seattle, Washington, on November 26-27. A very interesting pro- 
gram is being prepared and a large attendance is hoped for. Professor H. C. 
Nutting's plan for consolidating the three classical associations of the Pacific 
Coast into one large association will come before the members for a vote. It is 
hoped by such a union to make the cause of the classics much stronger on 
the coast. 

niinois 

Lems Institute. — On May 18, 1915, the Classical Club of Lewis Institute 
gave a debate in the auditorium of the Institute on the subject: "Resolved, 
That Latin Is a Practical Study." The speakers on the negative tried to prove 
their points by quoting authorities who did not believe in any kind of cultural 
studies, but those on the afiirmative were held the victors. They showed 
Latin to be practical to professional and scientific men because it forms the 
basis for their particular terminology, and also to business men who need 
above all a command of the English language. 

After the debate an exhibit was displayed which had been formed on the 
outline of Miss Sabin's, but which added new material, especially in regard 
to the contribution which Latin and Greek make to a scientific vocabulary. 
About a dozen members of the Lewis Faculty in the departments of language, 
science, and mechanic arts contributed their opinion as to the practical effects 
of the study of the classics on students of their own departments. 

On October 13, a reorganization of the club was made for the new year, 
and it was decided that a meeting should be held every two weeks in which 
some of the best representative writers of Greece and Rome should be studied 
in translation. Aristophanes' Clouds and Plato's Apology are to be read and 
discussed this quarter. 

Ohio 

The Latin Section of the Northeastern Ohio Teachers' Association met on 
the afternoon of October 22 in the Central High School, Cleveland. Mrs. 
Ethel G. Viall, of WUloughby, presided. About one hundred members were 
present. 

Professor Emma M. Perkins, of Western Reserve University, spoke on 
"The Classics." Miss Perkins said she had not come to make a plea for the 
classics, as she felt that was unnecessary. She dwelt particularly upon the 
cultural benefit and the enjoyment derived from familiarity with the writings 
of the Greeks and Romans. Miss Perkins had recently returned from Vassar 
College and spoke of the inspiration gained from the meetings of a large number 
of classically trained women. 

Mr. Daniel W. Lothman, principal of the East High School, Cleveland, 
spoke on "Sight Reading." He referred to the fact that the study of Greek 
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and Latin is on the decline. This decline was attributed to faulty methods of 
teaching as well as to the spirit of commercialism of the age. His contention 
was that if Latin is to be saved from the fate of Greek, it must be properly- 
taught. 

Columbus. — The Columbus Latin Club has entered upon its seventh year 
in a most auspicious manner. The membership of the club includes Latin 
teachers of the secondary schools of Columbus and vicinity; in addition, it 
includes teachers who, while not teaching Latin, are sufficiently interested in 
the subject to desire membership in such a club. Thus there are in the club 
two teachers of mathematics and two teachers of history. 

On Saturday evening, November 6, a dinner was given at The Sign of 
the Samovar. Professor R. V. Schmidt, of the Capital University, Columbus, 
was the speaker. His subject was "Latin in the German Gymnasium." He 
stated that Latin problems existed in Germany as well as in our own country, 
and that there, too, new methods were being devised for the improvement of 
the teaching of Latin. The paper created a lively discussion, led by Professor 
George Schodde, of the Capital University, who has spent three years in the 
German universities. 

At the February meeting, Miss Frances Sabin is to be the speaker. 

Oregon 

Portland. — The Latin department of Lincoln High School, Portland, 
Oregon, closed the spring semester with a Latin Day. Preparations for the 
event had long been on the way. One of the features of the occasion was 
the Ludus Romanus of Miss Paxson. The play was under the direction of the 
head of the language department. Miss Leida Mills coached the lines. Miss 
Hitchcock looked after the publicity end of the event. Miss Peterson pro- 
vided the stage apparatus. Miss L. L. Larrabee with the co-operation of the 
Misses Harris and Rogers of the domestic art department and Miss Lepper 
of the mathematics department provided the costumes. The cast was com- 
posed of twenty boys and girls mostly from the second- and third-term Latin 
classes. 

Judged by many criteria the performance was a success. The audience 
was large and enthusiastic. As personal notes of invitation had been sent to 
the parents of all the Latin students of the high school and to the Latin depart- 
ments of the other schools of the city, many patrons of the school and many 
visitors were present. The actors read their lines so well that even spectators 
who knew little Latin could catch enough of the jokes to enjoy the occasion. 
It is possible that aside from the coaching the freedom of the actors with their 
lines was due to the fact that most of the participants had been brought up 
on the "direct method." The costuming was very beautiful. The tunics and 
togas of white muslin were very effective. 



